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ABSTRACT

As Myanmar’s Junta strives hard to hold onto power,
the rebels, general population and foreign players all
eye at their piece of cake in the mineral rich country
devasted by internal security issues.
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Research Fellow, Foresight
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Elections Amid Conflict: Myanmar’s 2025 Elections

ol 11-09-2025

Junta announces elections with
voting limited to 30.9% of townships
amid displacement and boycott
threats

Fear grows with new repressive
election laws, citizen boycotts and
election disruptions forecast

16-09-2025

Controversial politician Aye Maung
cleared to run; voting cancelled in
56 townships; USDP dominates

Thresholds was lowered for party

b4 participation; opposition boycotts
polls; election seen as lacking
credibility

20-23 Sep 2025

Global protests in unity with
opposition; calls to deny junta
legitimacy and support genuine
democracy

Hypothesis

Maynmar’s upcoming elections are finalized in
December 2025 amidst chaos and fear, the
scheduled elections which the junta military calls
a “vote” is seen as a staged performance by
citizens and observers, with millions of people
already displaced and polling restricted to less
than a third of the country. The citizens speak of
harassment on almost daily basis, surveillance
cameras watching them like a hawk, and army
patrols that make even daily life unsafe, let alone
guarantee a free political participation.

For people on the ground, the elections feel less
like a choice and more like a trap. Yet even as
domination of the junta grows, the spirit of
resistance remains unbroken even around the
globe. On September 20, thousands gathered
outside the UN in New York and in cities from
London to Tokyo, raising their voices for
Myanmar’s democracy movement, these rallies,
conducted by the country’s vast diaspora,
protesting as a reminder that the Spring
Revolution is alive. For many inside and outside
the country, the call is clear and they believe the
world must not legitimize the junta’s biased
elections, but instead support a truly
representative future for Myanmar.

Introduction

Elections in December 2025 in Myanmar are expected to be extremely unpredictable and
difficult due to the country's severe political division, armed conflict, and mass displacement.
The four scenarios that could determine the country's course, according to analyst Sike Chan
are a "baseline" scenario, in which the junta holds partial elections in areas under its control
to show authority; a “worst-case scenario”, in which resistance groups target polling

infrastructure and armed conflict worsens; a scenario of “external

interference or
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reconciliation” through international pressure and dialogue; and the possibility of “internal
breakdown or regime collapse” if the military breaks down from within.

When we look at the current situation,

the ‘baseline scenario’, which calls for a controlled, authoritarian election, is the most
likely short-term result. The junta needs a fagade of legality and legitimacy, since it is
actively opposed, and does not have complete territorial control which sort of threatens
them. It uses authoritarian procedures or ways to limit voting to areas under its control
and excluding places controlled by the opposition or under opposition as they know it
could lower their chances of winning. But the situation is still unstable

in the Second scenario, the Junta might be forced to engage in political dialogue with
the NUG and other EROs if the elections are impossible, reintegrate in ASEAN with
Chin’s help and release Aung San Suu Kyi

The junta’s refusal to hold elections could deepen tensions and prompt calls for a
countercoup. Facing ICC arrest threats, the junta leader might flee to Russia. The
NDSC may reconvene to reinterpret the 2008 Constitution as transitional, with the
military stepping back politically. A Constitutional Assembly involving opposition and
revolutionary groups could then work toward abolishing the current charter and
transitioning to civilian, federal democratic rule through dialogue and reform.

. As witnessed by recent airstrikes on schools and refugee camps, the regime's
willingness to use force makes the ‘worst-case scenario’ that is the escalating conflicts
and election-day violence as a real concern. An internal junta breakdown or external
intervention are less likely to occur but can be possible, especially if ASEAN or China
puts more pressure because of worsening humanitarian conditions or if conflicts arise
within the military over election scheduling or strategy.

What’s in it for India?

India is engaging with Myanmar through a mix of diplomacy, security, and humanitarian efforts
in 2025. We can infer that, as it has supported the junta by sending election monitors and
holding talks with military leaders and providing earthquake relief. Recently, India is pursuing
rare earth elements (REEs) from Myanmar, collaborating with the Kachin Independence Army

a non-state actor to access northern Kachin State deposits, aiming to reduce dependence on
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China. While this offer is strategic in nature as they need rare earth minerals used in high-tech
manufacturing found mainly in Kachin region, it involves reputational and environmental risks.
In general, India's position is a practical balancing act that aims to safeguard its strategic and
economic interests while preserving regional influence and bilateral connections with
Myanmar, safeguarding crucial mineral resources, and avoiding a global backlash.

India’s Engagement with Myanmar

Regarding India’s approach towards
i o o oo Myanmar’s election can be to diplomatically

Myanmar’s upcoming general election

el gtk Displacement handle the process as well as balance the

to conflict

to monitor the vote

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
with Myanmar’s military leader, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, in August
2025

engagement with the military regime and
opposition groups along the border. India
supports fair elections involving all parties and

Over e
 India is exploring rare earth mineral orre age . .
soplydels i Myarmarsachi itk stakeholders but the legitimization of flawed
ndependence Army eople have Tle . . . «
R e — and unconstitutional process will lead to major
roduction and supply chain r(;u h Elpclicicoverass i i 1
procuction nd oy chain g o ——— po||t|.ca| faIIout._At fthe same time, !ndl._a should
20.9% of townshin provide humanitarian support, maintain strong

border security, and engage in dialogue with both the junta and local groups to safeguard its
strategic interests and regional stability.
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Myanmar Junta to Double
Electricity Rates

CBM injects over US$1M into
edible oil sector
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25th China Investment & Trade
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Myanmar urged to farm exports

Myanmar exports over 3,700
tonnes of shrimp in five months

MRF urges members to keep
buying rice

Value-added products drive

regional growth

Yangon palm oil reference

price remains unchanged

Taninthai Marine Exports Set
To Ris
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/economy/myanmar-junta-to-double-electricity-rates.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/economy/myanmar-junta-to-double-electricity-rates.html
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/cbm-injects-over-us1m-into-edible-oil-sector/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/cbm-injects-over-us1m-into-edible-oil-sector/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/tin-market-still-beholden-fortunes-myanmar-mine-2025-09-05/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/tin-market-still-beholden-fortunes-myanmar-mine-2025-09-05/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/cbm-pumps-huge-forex-into-market/
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https://www.gnlm.com.mm/mifer-union-minister-joins-25th-china-investment-trade-fair/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/13-september-2025/#article-title
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-exports-over-3700-tonnes-of-shrimp-in-five-months/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-exports-over-3700-tonnes-of-shrimp-in-five-months/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/mrf-urges-members-to-keep-buying-rice/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/mrf-urges-members-to-keep-buying-rice/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/value-added-products-drive-regional-growth/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/value-added-products-drive-regional-growth/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/yangon-palm-oil-reference-price-remains-unchanged/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/yangon-palm-oil-reference-price-remains-unchanged/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/taninthayi-marine-exports-set-to-rise/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/taninthayi-marine-exports-set-to-rise/
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Shan State approves 26

projects worth over K46B, with
US$25M in foreign

Myanmar, Russia to formulate
roadmaps on economic

cooperation

19 new projects approved,
creating over 4,000 jobs

Myanmar and Japanese civil
society urge Tokyo to act
against the junta’s sham

Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Chairman of the
State Security and Peace
Commission of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing
delivers speech to families of
Myanmar Embassy and Military
Attaché Offic

Myanmar delegation heads to
China for Global South Media
& Think Tank Forum.

Protect people fleeing conflict
in Myanmar: UN Rights Chief

MyanTrade in talks to import
high-grade cotton from India

Exclusive: India explores rare-
earth deal with Myanmar rebels

after Chinese curbs

New route to boost Myanmar-
Thailand border trade
Rakhine State traders want
border pass for Bangladesh;
US imposes sanctions on
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https://www.moi.gov.mm/moi%3Aeng/news/19062?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.moi.gov.mm/moi%3Aeng/news/19062?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.moi.gov.mm/moi%3Aeng/news/19062?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cdn.digitalagencybangkok.com/file/client-cdn/gnlm/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/27-September-2025-GNLM.pdf
https://cdn.digitalagencybangkok.com/file/client-cdn/gnlm/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/27-September-2025-GNLM.pdf
https://cdn.digitalagencybangkok.com/file/client-cdn/gnlm/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/27-September-2025-GNLM.pdf
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/19-new-projects-approved-creating-over-4000-jobs/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/19-new-projects-approved-creating-over-4000-jobs/
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https://www.myawady.net.mm/
https://www.myawady.net.mm/
https://www.myawady.net.mm/
https://www.myawady.net.mm/
https://www.myawady.net.mm/
https://mdn.gov.mm/en/home?page=333&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mdn.gov.mm/en/home?page=333&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mdn.gov.mm/en/home?page=333&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://asianews.network/protect-people-fleeing-conflict-in-myanmar-un-rights-chief/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://asianews.network/protect-people-fleeing-conflict-in-myanmar-un-rights-chief/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cdn.digitalagencybangkok.com/file/client-cdn/gnlm/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/9_Sept_25_gnlm.pdf
https://cdn.digitalagencybangkok.com/file/client-cdn/gnlm/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/9_Sept_25_gnlm.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/india-explores-rare-earth-deal-with-myanmar-rebels-after-chinese-curbs-2025-09-10/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/india-explores-rare-earth-deal-with-myanmar-rebels-after-chinese-curbs-2025-09-10/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/india-explores-rare-earth-deal-with-myanmar-rebels-after-chinese-curbs-2025-09-10/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/new-route-to-boost-myanmar-thailand-border-trade/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/new-route-to-boost-myanmar-thailand-border-trade/
https://english.dvb.no/rakhine-state-traders-want-border-pass-for-bangladesh-us-imposes-sanctions-on-scam-centers-in-myanmar/
https://english.dvb.no/rakhine-state-traders-want-border-pass-for-bangladesh-us-imposes-sanctions-on-scam-centers-in-myanmar/
https://english.dvb.no/rakhine-state-traders-want-border-pass-for-bangladesh-us-imposes-sanctions-on-scam-centers-in-myanmar/
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Border trade still halted in
Karen State; Ambassador
Kyaw Moe Tun attends 80th
Dala Bridge bans
undercrossing in designated
area during form traveller
UNICEF condemns deadly
attack on Rakhine school

Myanmar and China to

enhance trade and investment

Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and

Air) friendship delegation

leaves for India

Arakan Army Denies Smuggling

Drugs to Bangladesh

Myanmar and Timor-Leste hold

bilateral talks to promote relations

Thailand faces rising migration
pressures, new report calls for
coordinated

Thai Immigration Department
Denies Links to Scam Gang
Abductions

Czech Republic Supplies
Planes to Myanmar Airline Tied

to Junta

The Revolution’s Resolve:
Myanmar’s Unbroken Will
Resounds Globally

BHRN calls on UN to enforce
global arms and fuel embargo
on Myanmar Junta

China, Myanmar strengthen
cooperation through Global
Governance Dialogue

Spring Revolution Daily News
for 10 September 2025
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https://english.dvb.no/border-trade-still-halted-in-karen-state-ambassador-kyaw-moe-tun-attends-80th-un-general-assembly/
https://english.dvb.no/border-trade-still-halted-in-karen-state-ambassador-kyaw-moe-tun-attends-80th-un-general-assembly/
https://english.dvb.no/border-trade-still-halted-in-karen-state-ambassador-kyaw-moe-tun-attends-80th-un-general-assembly/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/13-september-2025/#article-title
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/13-september-2025/#article-title
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/13-september-2025/#article-title
https://eng.mizzima.com/2025/09/15/26384
https://eng.mizzima.com/2025/09/15/26384
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-and-china-to-enhance-trade-and-investment/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-and-china-to-enhance-trade-and-investment/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/tatmadaw-army-navy-and-air-friendship-delegation-leaves-for-india/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/tatmadaw-army-navy-and-air-friendship-delegation-leaves-for-india/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/tatmadaw-army-navy-and-air-friendship-delegation-leaves-for-india/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-denies-smuggling-drugs-to-bangladesh.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-denies-smuggling-drugs-to-bangladesh.html
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-and-timor-leste-hold-bilateral-talks-to-promote-relations/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-and-timor-leste-hold-bilateral-talks-to-promote-relations/
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https://thediplomat.com/2025/09/thai-immigration-department-denies-links-to-scam-gang-abductions/
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/czech-republic-supplies-planes-to-myanmar-airline-tied-to-junta.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/czech-republic-supplies-planes-to-myanmar-airline-tied-to-junta.html
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https://www.gnlm.com.mm/china-myanmar-strengthen-cooperation-through-global-governance-dialogue/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/china-myanmar-strengthen-cooperation-through-global-governance-dialogue/
https://eng.mizzima.com/2025/09/10/26243?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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https://eng.mizzima.com/2025/09/20/26514
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-pushing-south-to-break-karen-resistance-ahead-of-poll.html
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